
Gloria V. Gatewood
357r- Deep Landj.ng Road
l{untingtowr}, MD 20639- 9544
February 1L, 1"999

Michael A. McKenzie
4227 Kessl-er Ridge Drive
Marietta, GA 30052

Dear Mr. McKenzie,

I finalLy goE around to picking up my correspondence yesterday
Lhae has been on my desk for over a month. youi 1ett,er lnd newliracquired enclosure was among the first, piece I noticed probably
because of the size of Ehe enveJ.ope.

Let me te1l you how sorry r am for noE being able to readyour reEt,er and g€t back to you sooner. My husbahd of 4g years
died December 27|.t', the day before you wrote your lett,er to me.
Donald had been sick for 20 months with a severe heart condition
and had various set,-backs aL one time or another. He was under thecare of a Cardiology Leam aL Adventist Hospital in Takoma park,
Maryland, who did everything in their power to keep him arive.Ey?. lhough we all knew that Donald couldn't geL entirely well,
-Lh1s family had high.hopes Ehat he would live a iew more years. we
had a wonderful Christmas together and had been to ouf friend,s
home t,he afternoon of Lhe 27t,ia. The only thing he said bo me when
Ig got hope around 7:00 p.m., was that the was very tired. r toldhim to-go lie down and he was watching the Redskins play when heslipped away from us. My only Lhanke-in all of rhisl i; that hedid not suffer at the end. He had. been Lhrough so much for so rnanyyears with his heart but Lhe last 20 mont,hb were a gift, to him
tBrough t,he help of, Ehose docEors at AdventisL who gave him those
20 months through their expertise and care. We were ltiff able for
rn11v of those months able to do some traveling, etc. He saw ouroldest granddaughter married in May of L998 at the Episcopal Churchon the campus of Lsu where they both graduated. so we botn had alot to be thankful for. This yegr was going t.o be spent. visitingpeople that r had writ,ten to in his -family who are scattered
throughout, the country.

We both had been active all of our lives despite set-backs.
My husband loved life and he fought to stay here. I still intendto be acbive. After my retirement from the federal Government, I
accepted-the position of Curator for our Historical Society in thecoulty where r live. r served seven years before my 

-husband
ret,ired and we decided to do some traveling. Durirrg thaL-period wefound relaLives on both sides of our family ana quite a few fromthe Burt.on side. r inuend to keep researching-and doing som€traveling as long as I am able to.

As to the ttwrongtt McKenzie 1ine, please donrt apologize. r
have done the same thing but at one time for a clienl, r didn,trealj-ze aft,er hours and hours of research t,hat I had been pursuing



columbia maffied to a woman named Mary. After extensive researchwhich took me from the District to Ddlaware, back to the Easternshore ?t_Iervland and rhen back to t:rte oistrict r found tha! hemarried TWO Mary,s, and both were irist about the same age. Ihappened to come across some clue utia.t alerted me trrat somet,hingwasn't, right and that's when the better part of my research ha6 tobe scrapped and r had to srarr, over. t-nJlir*i-ma-# ai"a withintwo years of Lheiq marnia_ge and Left no children. ivouldn,e thaghave been easy, had I not liste-ngd to someone who nrrrrr.tpt-a/i Fa hrr:a

leseon in wricing down wfrit
parl,icular falniry. That, was myyou hear, but follow up to see iifirsE

it, s accurate !

r have not had time t,o really sic down and go over your newversion of these McKenzie's, but r will wit,hin th6-next couple ofdays.

rt has Pq*t proven through documents that rra and his first
Ilfe ryaly did have children naired l..,iet.Leton and Ellen Jane Burton.when r first found Ellen Jane Burton on Lhe regisfer-of *arriige-tog9lt" wesley Burton, it took awhile to reali"i trtaf Ct"r. were TWoEllen Jane',s. one was,rohn wesley,s wife and ttre otrr*, *"" hisyounger sist,er.

To answe-r. your devil, s advocate query, ag you know I havemuIled over tliq same question as to why tliese tw6 cnirdren livedin the home of the McKenzie in 1850 and not wit,h Lheir father. The
9n1y reasonable answer at. fhis po5-nt. :-i trrat *""y-ti*es others tookin children in that era in 95oer to help our tariilies. They didn,teven have to be related to them. r hal'L heard Uoirr-my parents andgrandparents say that so and so lived wiLh their retatiies arier adeath, of,, new marliage, etc. Evenfually rro*e.rer, El]en Janeappears to have moved from her step grandpar-ents home to her fatherand step-mother' s residence.

You raised a point abouL the Equity-cases. r don,t see Equitycase #734 among my ,papers so r appdreni.,ry was never made aware ofthat one. Most of trris researih lrras done by mail Ehrough t,heCourthouse in cumberland and_it's poss:lb]e trrai gqoity N#Lg04 wasoverlooked. r am interested i1 faking you up on your offer ofproviding me with Case #734, perhaps it iroufO sded *oie light. Thisis aL. your cortvenience of course.

r-hope to be able to see the cousin that has the McKenzieBible Record .t9ry shortly. r want ttre entire record from L.hatBible and nor l}"t rhe pige thaL she f;ent, me years ago. r alsoPlan to see another cousinbf oonald's who may bb abLe to shed morelight on t,he family history in the neai:-futu?e.

I do want to make a trip to Cumberland when the weat,her getswafiner and perhaps r- can pick something up for bottr ol us, arth6ugh
.at Sppears that you have done p very tlior6ugh job of 

-ie".ar"hing 
onboEh sets of the McKenzie,s that y'ou nlve put together.



Your reference to the marriage of ,fohn Wesley Burton and MaryEllen Jane McKenzie, that entry was actually was tbken from a gibll
record in the possession of the second couiin mentioned above. Iam anxious to see that Bible also as f have only "bitg and pieces;from it. I hav-e tried, in vain, Eo find a marriage record forthese two- My hunch is that _there may have been slme animosiiywithin the family group when rra,s sorj married the sister of hi;second wife. El1en Jane appears to have been a few years olderthan John wes"ley to the poinc almost of the ord saying ,'snatched
from the cradle." r am sure if this was Ehe case, attld ii ceiiai;itseems Lo be, that did not set well with the older generation. Se)it'q possible they just disappeared and elopgd. The-re ii cerfainiyno impropriety involved acc-ording to the -dates because there ismore than 10 months between the marriage date and the dat,e of theiroldest child.

f have not been able to forward Ehe information that you sentto Marian Frankenberry and she for.warded t,o me to the cousii r toldyou abouE, but I will see Lhat ilean Wa1den gets both copies of youidocuments. Jean has been tryi.ng for years Io pin d.own ttris sidA oithe McKenzie family and r am sure thlt she will be pleased to getboth of these papers. r will qg{lain}y p9r forLh my ?ttorr Eo rrEip
You. identify your John Frank Mcxenzi6 irtren r am ieseaictring ihiEfamiLy- The Burlon farnily was elusive enough, seems they connectedwit,h other families t,hat, are just as e.Lusile.

- Againa Jny apologies to you for mak:ing you wait so long to hearfrom me. r hope that, r can locate sornethLig to help you #itrr y;;;
search.

Sincerely

/t
xrZlU+^rt-'

Gloria V.

yours,

Gatewood

Enclosure - B.F. McKenzie Bible page
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